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(57) ABSTRACT 

A system for managing client accounts and controlling 
access to resources over data networks, said system com- 
prising, a mechanism lor sharing client mlormation and 
charges among a plurality of service providers, a client who 



is registered with one of the service providers (the "home 
provider") and is allowed to access the resources of the other 
service providers ("outside providers") that are part of the 
system, a settling means adapted to allow the system to settle 
accounts among service providers by charging the home 
provider for access by its clients to the resources of the 
outside providers, a payment means adapted to assure that 
the outside providers are then paid for that access through 
the system, a sharing means adapted to allow the system to 
allow the providers to share users without requiring an open 
account for each user at each provider, and a verification 
means adapted to allow each provider lo determine if a 
particular client is a member of the system, verify that the 
client has authenticated at his home provider, and determine 
this client's access and service privileges and criteria. A 
method for managing client accounts and controlling access 
to resources over data networks, said method comprising, a 
method for sharing client information and charges among a 
plurality of service providers, a step which creates a client 
who is registered with one of the service providers (the 
"home provider") and is allowed to access the resources of 
the other service providers ("outside providers") that are part 
of the method, a settling step adapted to allow the method to 
settle accounts among service providers by charging the 
home provider for access by its clients to the resources of the 
outside providers, a payment step adapted to assure that the 
outside providers are then paid for that access through the 
method, a sharing step adapted to allow the method to allow 
the providers to share users without requiring an open 
account for each user at each provider, and a verification step 
adapted to allow each provider to determine if a particular 
client is a member of the method, verify that the client has 
authenticated at his home provider, and determine this 
client's access privileges and criteria. 
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ABSTRACT 



A process for distributing items, especially industrial main- 
tenance repair and operating (MRO) parts and supplies. The 
process includes as a first step providing a plurality of 
vendors for selling the item. Next, an information network 
by which each vendor can communicate to the other vendors 
a current inventory quantity and a current price of the item 
each of the vendors has for sale. A last step includes 
establishing an agreement among the vendors in which a 
first vendor agrees to sell to a second vendor, upon demand 
at a future point in time, up to the then current inventory 
quantity of the item at the then current price communicated 
over the information network by the first vendor to the 
second vendor 
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(57) ABSTRACT 

Information pertaining to products made by manufacturers 
and sold to consumers through retailers, is distributed to 
consumers through a communication network that connects 
consumer communication nodes to a cooperative network 
site having an accumulation of information about manufac- 
turer product offers and retailer special deals. A consumer 
can obtain selected items of this information without knowl- 
edge of how to reach the cooperative network site, by simply 
logging in to a manufacturer network site or to a retailer 
network site. At a manufacturer site, the consumer can 
obtain a list of local retailers carrying the manufacturer 
offers and can then select from among the offers and receive 
complete details of the selected offers. At a retailer site, the 
consumer can obtain a list of manufacturer offers available 
at the retailer stores in the consumer's area, and can then 
select from among the available offers and receive their 
complete details. An additional feature of the invention 
makes use of a consumer "personal page," which is an 
individualized database in which consumer shopping pref- 
erences are defined, both by information that the consumer 
expressly provides and by the consumer's past shopping 
activity. Use of the personal page allows the consumer to 
receive product offers that are more targeted to the indi- 
vidual consumer, thus saving the consumer time and effort. 
Another embodiment of the invention provides for distribu- 
tion of a product purchase incentive directly to the consumer 
in response to his or her selection of an advertising banner 
displayed on an independent commercial network site. 
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(57) ABSTRACT 

A system for determining and displaying product pricing for 
an item comprises a price checker object for gathering and 
assembling pricing information associated with the item. A 
store price object coupled to the price checker object pro- 
vides an interface between the price checker object and an 
existing store database, and a price object coupled to the 
store price object holds data retrieved from the existing store 
database. A supplementary database coupled to the price 
checker object provides supplementary data associated with 
the item. Further, a formatter object coupled to the price 
checker object and the price object receives as an input the 
data contained in the price object and provides as an output 
a formatted output string. 

14 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets 
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